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by what might happen in future cam- 
paigns? 

Putting the appointment in the hands 
of an individual is almost as bad as leav- 
ing the selection to thousands of voters 
unfamiliar with the candidate’s qualifica- 
tions, Handled in this manner politics 
would certainly influence appointments. 
Governors have close friends and political 
obligations which are often paid off with 
such offices. 


We believe a board composed of high 
State officials, such as Cabinet members 
assisted by recommendations from county 
and State bar associations would come 
nearer obtaining men qualified for our 
high courts than under the present sys- 
tem.—Orlando Reporter Star. 


MORE FEARLESS JUDGES NEEDED 


The popular sport since the ending of 
the recent Tampa flogging trial in Bartow 
seems to be that of lambasting. Judge 
Robert Dewell for the directed verdict he 
gave after the State had offered all its 
evidence. Not possessing much legal knowl- 
edge, we may not know many of the tech- 
nicalities which arise in such eases, but 
just plain old “horse sense” seems to tell 
us that Judge Dewell followed the only 
course which was consistent and honest 
and that he fearlessly took the responsi- 
bility of directing the verdict fOr the 
defendents, even though he could have 
“passed the buck” to the jury and escaped 
any criticism. But somehow he doesn’t 
operate his court that way, when he sees 
his duty clear. 


It must be remembered a supreme court 


decision had wiped away all chance of the 
state being permitted to show a conspiracy 
had been formed and evidence leading up 
to the time of the kidnaping of Shoe- 
maker was thus barred. The problem then 
for the State was to prove the defendants 
were actually at the scene of the crime 
and that they participated in the flogging. 
Further it was necessary to prove the 
flogging had resulted in Shoemaker’s 
death. So far as we read the testimony, 
it failed to bring out such evidence and 
Judge Dewell sustained a motion for a 
directed verdict. 


Among the out-of-state newspapers 
which have felt inclined to criticise the 
Polk county judge we find the Phila- 
delphia Record and an extensive editorial 
comment was made on the outcome of the 
flogging trial in which Judge Dewell was 
referred to as the “backwoods Florida 
eracker judge.” To Florida citizens that 
isn’t such a serious charge but in rebuttal 
we offer the fact that Judge Dewell was 
a Connecticut Yankee and a graduate of 
Yale and he is respected by his acquaint- 
ances as a man who is fair, conscientious 
and honest. Why the Philadelphia news- 
paper should take such an interest in 
purifying Florida courts and polities is 
beyond us when there is plenty of clean- 
ing to be done in its own back yard. 
Quay and Penrose of years ago and Guf- 
fey and Earle of today are yet familiar 
names in the politics of that state and 
when it comes to unrestrained crime fos- 
tered by political and judicial failure, the 
“city of brotherly love” has no contem- 
porary history to which it can point with 
pride.—Lakeland News. 
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